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have been so conferred upon a goverament, which, by uni-
versal consent, has the exclusive control of our commercial
and other infercourse with toreign nations. How otherwise
would it have been possible for Cungress to guard and pro-
tect the interests of the United States against the varying

and iufinitely diversified policy of foreign nations ? If equa- -

lity of commerce and navigation on one side, ougiit to be
met by equality on the other, prohibition on the one side

ought to be rountervailed by prohibition on the other. Be-

tween the points of perfect equality and absolute prohibi-
tion, there are many intermediate shades of difference, dis-
cernible in the commercial codes of foreign nations. - There
1s not, it is believed, witha very few exceptions, a commer-
cial nation in the world, ‘which practicaliy offers. to the
United States perfect equality ; whilst many of them,. and

- especially those with which they have most intercourse, .

measure out to them prohibition alter prohibition, to the en-

tire exclusion of some of the most valuzble products of the

Union,  Would 1t not have been unwise in the people of the
‘Uniied States, to have tied the hands of their government, as
to commercial regulations, whilst those of foreign powers
should be free to inflict on the commerce of the United
~States any injury, prompted by their policy, their jealousy,
or thewr cupidity? Would it have heen possible for the
framers of the constitution to have forescen and provided
tor all ihe exigencies that might arise out of the commercial
* policy of foreign powers, by defining the precise manuer in
which the grant of the power 10 “regulate cowmerce” should

be exercised? 1f it be said, that the object of protecting the

preducts of Axerican industry, is not specificd as the pur-
pose of the grant of the power to ¢ regulate commerce,’ be-
side the answer already given, the further answer immedi-
ately occurs that no other purpose is specified; and if the
want of the specification of the ohject of protection, prevent
the exercise of the power to that end, the want of the speci-

fication of every other object, would prevent the exercise of
the power in relation to any and every other object. And -

thus it would happen, that the grant of a power unlinted
and unvestrained, would amount to a mere nullity; and the
general government would be ‘disarmed of many of the
POWers necessary to constitute it a safe depository of the
{}gl_zté, of the interests, and of the indepeadence of the

oion.. . - - : - :
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